Distribution of esterase activity at the level of the epithelium of the diffusely infiltrated area (DIA) and of the cloaca in the Gallus domesticus: an ultrastructural study.
Esterase activity studies on the areas of lymphoid infiltration in the bursa of Fabricius (diffusely infiltrated area) and the dorsal wall of the cloaca showed that the epithelial cells exhibit varying degrees of diffuse esterase activity; it was possible to demonstrate the presence of spot-like esterase positivity in star-shaped cells in the epithelium itself. These cells can be found at various levels from the proximal to the distal region and have also been observed in the connective tissue of the tunica propria; as a result, the hypothesis has been advanced that they are connective tissue.